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Understand some of the key concepts in medical anthropology.
Learn to take notes (lectures and discussions).

Learn to read an ethnography in medical anthropology.

Learn to apply theoretical concept to cases.

[(BEMNE]

Is epilepsy a neurological disorder or a sign of  Students will be exposed to various case
blessing? Are brain dead individuals really studies from around the world in which

dead? Is a fetus a person? Is a parasite part of cultural differences in medical beliefs have
our body? Is shamanism a hoax? Are chemical led to conflicts, and learn basic concepts and
manufacturers “poisoners”? In this class we ways of thinking in medical anthropology.
re—consider what seems like natural categories

such as life and death, or body and disease, via

cross—cultural examinations of medical beliefs.

[72F=%1]
Anne Fadiman, 1997. Spirit Catches You and You Fall Down: A Hmong Child, Her American
Doctors, and the Collision of Two Cultures. Farrar, Strauss and Giroux.
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‘Understand some of the key social science approaches to disasters.

‘Explore connections between “spectacular disasters” and “quiet disasters” and be able to

articulate it in essay format.

[ENE]

“Disasters” such as pandemics and earthquakes
produce terrible sufferings, but they can also
provide many opportunities. They offer the
survivors with occasions to reflect on their own
situation, readjust their living, and renew
communal ties. But disasters do not affect
everybody equally. They highlight the
preexisting vulnerabilities and inequalities.
Marginalized populations hit by a disaster can
be further marginalized in the process of
reconstruction, which opens up business
chances and opportunities for pushing
unpopular policy reforms. Sometimes, this
reconstruction process ends up becoming a
greater disaster than the original event.

The characterization of certain events and
situations as “disasters” become a crucial
turning point. What makes a disaster a
“disaster,” separate from mundane sufferings
and ordinary experiences? What are the
effects of characterizing certain events or
situations as “disasters”? And what are the
effects of projection of future disasters on
everyday life? In this class we look at the
cases like earthquakes and tsunamis,
hurricanes, oil spills, and toxic waste
contamination, as well as issues of
gentrification and pandemic preparedness,
and ordinary state of vulnerability and
precarity and everyday violence that may be
excluded from the title of “disasters.”
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1) Participation (Notes)
2) Final Essay
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Introduction to Development Studies Yumiko Yamamoto
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[EDHY]

Students will learn the different facets of development and discuss the key development issues and
emerging issues with a focus on the Asia—Pacific countries. This class will take a multidisciplinary
approach to understand and discuss ‘development,’ drawing from multiple disciplines such as
economics, history, environmental studies, health and nutrition among others.

[ZENE]

This is an introductory course on development studies, with a focus on a development discourse in the
postwar period. The course is designed for the students who wish to work in the fields of international
development or international business in the future. Other students who are willing to obtain basic
knowledge in development are encouraged to attend as well. Through the in—class discussions and
research projects, students will have opportunities to gain in—depth understanding of the development
issues in selected countries in the Asia—Pacific or in other regions.

[7%21]

No textbooks. Journal articles and book chapters will be assigned each week (see below).

(2B ME]

Todaro, M.P. and S.C. Smith (2015). FEconomic Development. UK: Pearson.

United Nations (UN). 2000. Millennium Declaration. NY: UN.

United Nations (UN). 2015. Transforming our World: The 2030 Agenda for Sustainable
Development. NY: UN.

UNESCAP. 2019. The 2019 Asia—Pacific SDG Baseline Report. Bangkok: UNESCAP.

[ AR D 77 1]

Active participation 30%,

Short weekly assignments (total of 5) 50%,
Research paper 20%
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http://www.un.org/millennium/declaration/ares552e.htm
https://sustainabledevelopment.un.org/post2015/transformingourworld
https://sustainabledevelopment.un.org/post2015/transformingourworld
https://www.unescap.org/sites/default/files/ESCAP_SYB2016_SDG_baseline_report.pdf
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